The duration of life, in the second class of animals is seen to be twenty-three times that of the first; but, on the other hand, the proportional daily loss is no more than one twentieth part, in the cold-blooded animals, of its amount in the warm-blooded : so that the entire loss comes to be very nearly the same; or, in other words, the cold-blooded animal-dies at the same amount of inanition as the warm-blooded; but is longer in reaching the limit. Moreover, the gradual rise of temperature which should present itself between midnight and noon is retarded, and the fall subsequently to noon commences much earlier than in the healthy state ; so that the average temperature of the body is much lower, even when (as sometimes happens) the maximum temperature remains each day nearly at the natural standard, or is even a little elevated. From the mean of all the experiments it appears, that the average loss of heat between the commencement of the inanitiation and the end of the penultimate day of life was about 2?'5 cent.; and dividing this by the average number of days through which life was prolonged, it seems that the average daily loss was no more than 0?-3 cent. But on the last day the production of heat diminished very rapidly; and the thermometer fell from hour to hour, until death supervened?the whole loss being, on the average of all the experiments, about 14? cent., or about 47 times as much as on any previous day. It further appeared that the time of death usually corresponded with that of the diurnal depression; for, out of 52 animals experimented on, 36 died between noon and midnight, which is the period of natural diminution, and only 16 between midnight and noon, at which period the temperature is naturally ascending. Perhaps it would have been fairer to compare the twelve hours of the day (from six to six o'clock) with the twelve hours of the night?the whole period of the greatest elevation with the whole period of the greatest depression; and we have little doubt that the result would have been then still more favorable to the doctrine of M. Chossat, who regards the last depression as merely a sort of exaggeration of the preceding ones, from which the animal has not power to recover. The total average depression at the time of death was about 16-3? cent, or 29-3? Fahr., and the mean temperature of the * The effect of alcohol in stimulating the nervous system to increased activity seems explicable in some degree by its similarity of composition. 
